Amended & Enacted 2/12/13


Introduced by the Council President at the request of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission and amended by the Land Use and Zoning Committee:
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ORDINANCE 2013-6-E
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING CHAPTER 307 (HISTORIC PRESERVATION), ORDINANCE CODE; DESIGNATING THE HOUSTON CEMETERY LOCATED AT THE SOUTH END OF BIG TALBOT ISLAND BETWEEN HOUSTON AVENUE AND MUD RIVER, IN COUNCIL DISTRICT 11, JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA, AS A LANDMARK SITE; DIRECTING THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR TO ENTER THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION ON THE ZONING ATLAS; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO NOTIFY EACH APPLICANT, THE PROPERTY OWNER AND THE PROPERTY APPRAISER OF THE LANDMARK DESIGNATION AND TO CAUSE SAID DESIGNATION TO BE RECORDED IN THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DUVAL COUNTY, FLORIDA; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Jacksonville City Council (the “Council”) promulgated Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, to facilitate the designation of landmarks and landmark sites, where appropriate; and

WHEREAS, the property to be designated by this ordinance (hereinafter the “Subject Property”) is the Houston Cemetery located at the south end of Big Talbot Island between Houston Avenue and Mud River in Council District 11, as more particularly described in Revised Exhibit 1, attached hereto, and labeled as “Revised Exhibit 1, Property Description, February 5, 2013 - LUZ”, which served as one of the earliest cemeteries in Jacksonville; and 
WHEREAS, the Houston Cemetery houses the final resting place of some of Jacksonville’s earliest residents, some of whom served in the Revolutionary War, including Captain John Carroll Houston and Dr. James Hall, who is recognized as being the first practicing physician in Florida; and
WHEREAS, the Houston Cemetery also serves as the final resting place of numerous Civil War veterans, including Charles W. Johnson, who served as the bugler for General Robert E. Lee; and
WHEREAS, the Subject Property is owned by members of the Houston family through the Big Talbot Island Improvement Association, which is in favor of this landmark designation; and

WHEREAS, the property owners within 350 feet of the boundaries of the Subject Property have been notified of the intent to designate the property as a landmark; and


WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council has considered the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark, taking into consideration its importance and historical value, as more fully set forth in the Designation Application and Report of the Planning and Development Department, a copy of which is on file with the Legislative Services Division, labeled as “On File, Application and Report, February 5, 2013 - LUZ”; and


WHEREAS, public hearings have been held by the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission, the Council and its committees regarding the issue of designating the Subject Property as a landmark; and

WHEREAS, on May 23, 2012, the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission reviewed and recommended approval of the designation of landmark (the minutes of the Jacksonville Historic Preservation Commission are on file with the Legislative Services Division, labeled as “On File, JHPC Minutes, February 5, 2013 - LUZ”); and

WHEREAS, by enacting this ordinance, the Council is exercising its power and authority to contribute to  the health, safety and welfare of the City of Jacksonville and finds that the Subject Property should be so designated as a landmark; now, therefore


BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Designation of Landmark.  Pursuant to Chapter 307 (Historic Preservation), Ordinance Code, the Council hereby designates the Houston Cemetery located at the south end of Big Talbot Island between Houston Avenue and Mud River in Council District 11, which consists of a collection of numerous gravesites, markers and structures as a landmark site.


Section 2.

Satisfaction of Requisite Criteria.  The Council hereby finds that the Subject Property satisfies at least two (2) of the requisite criteria set forth in Section 307.104(j), Ordinance Code.

Section 3.

Landmark Designation on Zoning Atlas.  The Council hereby directs the Zoning Administrator to designate the Subject Property as a landmark on the City’s Zoning Atlas.


Section 4.
Notice of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to notify each applicant, the property owner and the Property Appraiser of the designation of the Subject Property as a landmark.


Section 5.

Recording of Landmark Designation.  The Council hereby directs the Chief of Legislative Services to record this ordinance in the public records for Duval County, Florida.


Section 6.

Effective Date.  The enactment of this ordinance constitutes a quasi-judicial action of the City Council and therefore shall become effective upon signature by the Council President and Council Secretary.
Form Approved:
   /s/ Dylan T. Reingold  
Jason R. Teal                 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Jason R. Teal
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EXHIBIT 1 - HOUSTON CEMETERY LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Real Estatc Appraiser’s Number: 169364-0010

Legal Description: ~ AK-305, 42-1S-29E 1.998 acres; Talbot Island Subdivision, PT
Lots 7 & 8, Recorded at O/R Book 2998, Page 1140

Revised Exhibit 1
Property Description
February 5, 2013 - LUZ
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